Ms. Mattern’s Second Grade 2017-2018
CLASSROOM SPECIALS

· Monday = Music (My. Hoying)
· Tuesday = Gym (Mr. Watkins) 

· Wednesday = Art (Mrs. English) 

· Thursday =  Tech Skills (Ms. Heise) 
· Friday = Gym (Mr. Watkins)
FOOD

· Lunch is from 11:00 – 11:30.

· We will have a snack at 9:30 AND 1:45 each day. Please make an effort to pack a HEALTHY snack. This means fresh fruit or vegetables, cheese or yogurt.

· If a child is celebrating a birthday in class, please keep the treat simple (like cookies or cupcakes) and include napkins and/or plates. PLEASE no cupcakes with bright colored frosting if possible. As of 8/24/17 we have 24 students (9 boys/15 girls). 

· Water bottles with flip top lids are allowed and encouraged as long as they do not leak and child’s name is clearly written on them.

MS. MATTERN’S WEBSITE
· All classroom announcements will be posted on our classroom website! You can access it through the Riverview Schools website under “Staff Directory” by searching my name or you can go to the link www.msmattern.weebly.com. Visit it weekly to keep up with what is going on at Huntington, what we are learning in class, upcoming events and announcements, and additional supplies needed in the classroom.

REMIND 101
· Our class will also be using REMIND 101 to communicate! Remind 101 is a communication app that can be used on a smart phone, via email, or on the remind 101 website. You can choose to set it up with your phone number or email, which ever you prefer. I will add you to the list, all you have to do is confirm and type your name! This will be used for school purposes only.  
HOMEWORK

· Students will have assigned homework Monday through Thursday (and sometimes Fridays) every week. In addition to the assigned homework, students may occasionally not finish an assignment in class that will also be taken home as homework. If homework consistently takes longer than 20 minutes, please let Ms. Mattern know. The homework schedule will usually consist of:

· Monday = Social Studies Weekly

· Tuesday = varying worksheet

· Wednesday = read the selection of the week from the reading book/parents sign reading card

· Thursday = study for spelling test/math homework
· Friday = homework will vary on Fridays. Occasionally, reading book may come home to get a head start on longer stories.

· Students will miss all of their recess for any missing assignments until the assignment is turned in. 

GRADING

· Students will receive a number grade for Math, Reading, Science, Social Studies, and Writing. You will see two different numbers on the report card. The top number tells you where your child is currently at and the bottom number tells you where your child should be at the end of each trimester. The number one represents beginning, the number two represents progressing, and the number three represents proficient. 
· Students will receive an A, F, or I for Oral Language and Behavior. A represents always, F represents frequently, and I represents needs improvement. 

FLEXIBLE SEATING
· Please see additional hand-out!
BOOK-IT!
· Our class participates in the Pizza Hut Book-It! Reading Program from October to April. After students reach their monthly reading goal, at the end of the month they will receive a coupon good for one free Pizza Hut Personal Pan Pizza. 

· For Book-It!, parents must sign a permission slip indicating that the student has read the number of books that are required for each month. You can ask your child to tell you about the beginning, middle and end of book, characters, setting and problem/ solution in the story or tell facts learned. 

BOOK ORDERS
· One way we get free classroom books is by accumulating bonus points through book orders. Book orders will be sent home approximately once a month. The prices are great, so please take advantage of this. If you want a book to be a surprise for the student, indicate it on the order form and how you would like to collect the books. Please try to order online through our classroom website (we earn a free book coupon). Book orders will be due on the last school day of each month. CASH ONLY please if you are not ordering online. 
CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS/ BOX TOPS 
· Please save these items and send them in with your child during designated contest months, glued on the given collecting sheets.
FIELD TRIPS
· We usually go on two field trips per year.  Past trips have included Greenfield Village, the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum and the Toledo Zoo. A note will be sent home indicating time/date, supplies/fees and requests for chaperones. All chaperones must have turned in the Volunteer Form prior to the field trip.

SUBJECTS

READING
· Students will have two reading books for the year. These are allowed to go home at any time as long as they are returned the next day. 

· Daily 5/CAFE

· Daily 5 is a structure that helps students develop the daily habits of reading, writing, and working independently. The five components are Read to Self, Read to Others, Listen to Reading, Word Work and Work on Writing. As the students become proficient in these areas, the teacher will work with individual students and small groups on certain literacy skills and assessments. 

· CAFE stands for Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and Expanding Vocabulary. It is a system of teaching reading strategies that includes whole class instruction using quality literature, posting of strategies on a whole-class board, goal-setting to improve strategies with students in individual conferences and small group instruction based on clusters of students with similar goals.
SPELLING
· Spelling words are based on a phonics theme. Pretests will be giving on the first day of the week with tests on the last day of the week. 

· Students will complete activities throughout the week that will give them extra practice with the spelling words.
· Spelling tests are graded on the five word wall words and the ten regular spelling words. Challenge words do not count for a grade. If a student gets all of those correct, as well as the challenge words, they will receive a “super sticker”.

· Students can go to www.spellingcity.com to practice at home. We will also be using Spelling City during our computer times as well. Students will have a username and password. 
· Spelling lists will be sent home every Monday and posted each week on our classroom website. 
MATH
· Riverview Community Schools has recently adopted an exciting new math program called “Eureka Math”. Note the following information from www.commoncore.org: “Eureka Math follows the focus and coherence of the Common Core State Standards and carefully sequences the mathematical progressions into expertly crafted instructional modules. Lessons will include fluency, application, concept development, and debrief sections. 
· Students have had experience with this (unless you are new to Riverview), but some of the methods to build number understanding may be unfamiliar to parents. If you are having difficulty assisting with work or studying for tests, please refer to Eureka Math newsletters that usually come home with each unit or check the Eureka Math website (www.engageny.org/resource/curriculum-module-updates). You may also write a note or email to Ms. Mattern and she or a classroom helper will assist your child with the work. 
SCIENCE
· Mrs. Polgar will be teaching Science to both second grade classes this year. Science will be taught with hands-on activities and an online techbook that can be accessed at discoveryeducation.com. Topics include science processes, measurement of properties, uses and properties of water, Earth's surface features and plant life.
SOCIAL STUDIES
· Ms. Mattern will be teaching Social Studies to both second grade classes this year.

· We will be using the Michigan Citizenship Curriculum or MC3. MC3 involves 6 different units that focus mainly on communities and citizenship. This curriculum also involves daily lesson plans that include different activities to support learning. 
· Social Studies Weekly is a weekly news magazine that will be used to teach various social studies concepts.

WRITING
· The Write Steps Program will be used throughout the year. Topics will vary, but most pieces will go through the “Writing Process” in which students will brainstorm, write a rough draft, revise/proofread, and then make a final copy.
GRAMMAR
· Mini-lessons, worksheets and hands-on activities will be used on topics such as kinds of sentences, parts of speech, contractions and synonyms and antonyms.
CURSIVE
· Cursive instruction will begin in beginning of Trimester Three. Students will complete worksheets created by the teacher.
BEHAVIOR
· As part of the PBiS system, the entire school has three rules.

1. Be respectful. 

2. Be responsible.

3. Be safe.

· When students do not follow rules they will move their magnet to the next color in the PBiS system.

· Green (1) = great work

· Blue (2) = warning

· Yellow (3) =  time out

· Red (4) = loss of recess 

· Orange (5) = loss of recess, phone call home 

· Behavior will be reflected in certain report card comments.

· As part of the school-wide system, students will earn prized and special award times for good behavior choices.
MS. MATTERN
· Graduated from Edsel Ford High School in 2008.
· Attended Wayne State University on an academic scholarship, graduated with honors in 2013 with a degree in Elementary Education (major of Math).
· Got accepted into the Educational and Media Technology Graduate program at Eastern Michigan University. Currently working on Master’s Degree. 
· Fifth year at Huntington Elementary.

· Fifth year teaching second grade. 

· Seitz Middle School Sideline and Competitive Cheerleading Coach. 

· Can be reached at Huntington (283-4820), by e-mail (mmattern@riverviewschools.com), or on the Remind 101 app if you have additional questions, comments or concerns. Best way to contact me would be by e-mail, it is checked numerous times a day and on weekends. 


